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Hope for the Homeless
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photo courmasy of the Beres family.

Riicy Hores,

I'he: project started out with a visit to & local
homeless shelter to deliver canned goods. Sixteen
year-old directors Riley Beres and Jimmy Deshilen
agreexd homelessness was a togic that needed w
be illuminated
“Our hope right now 15 10 get it into hilm
festivals so it can be seen.” Bueaes sad. "Our
ultimate goal is 10 have it screened 1 other
schools 50 it can become an educstion prece lor
our gencration”

Reres bedioves that many people wre simply
uncducated about the twpic of hoenelessness

Her film gocs a long way towards enbighieming
ns on the topic. Although she and Deshler hve

in San Pedro, they took it on themselyes 1o visl

homeclcss shelters throughout Los Angeles. [oce-
to-face interviews comducted with people, many of
Whom spent yeurs un Lhe sireels, reveal the many
cawses ol humelessaiess

Phe well cralled hlm opens with a street poct
cauliomnng us 1o be carelul of what we plaa for
our hives, because plans can mo awry, Most of

those inlerviewed on the strect Lived p;.:.jx..;-m\

hves, whach lell apart fﬂ”n‘l'.‘-'i]'; a3 dﬂ'i.:\.‘. 0

luss o other hife cnses that preveated them from

menninning a home of their own
o S

i
Diractor of Family Services at Hamor Interfaith

Senvices, Shar Weswes, screen capture oM Hope of
Ouwr Owe LA Sy

sad. “Lventually the abnormal becomes very
nexmnal... . peiched atent on Sth and Crockerand
becume very comloriable on the street.”

A lew of the individuals interviewed in the
lilin wall bes Gymiliar Faces to San Podrans [’cop}t
we pass each day, standing o froat of the 7-11
asking lor a handout. Others interviewed have
storics that almost any of us can relate Lo

Brgette tclls us how she anded up i deep
depression following the sudden death of her
=00 in a ¢ar accident. ler depressaon led 1o ber
innbility to work.

“I had a meltdown a=nd | endest up losang
cverything,” she said.

She éventually spent hive years hving on the

cxplained. "It is wherever you Liy your hessd lor
thast moment That as Skid Row ™

Heres suys she learned a lot from the people
she mierviewed

1 Jearned thal there is =0 much more to life
than we bebeve it to be,” Deres said. “Tt may
Luke some sell-evalistion, bt there is always
hope. 11 you just stick in there and vou balicve
i yoursell, you cam get yoursclf oot of any kind
ol s1luatuom. ™

“I'he most common skory is economic: fmmoil,
and not knowing how lo getoust of' it - Losing o
Jub or rmssmg @ payment on your hoasa, any kind
ol economic loss is the most common theame.”

Familics and childeon arc the highest arowing
number of homeless oa the strocts. Somce shelters,
such as Harbor Intedfaith Cienter 1a San Pedro
have davcarc centers so the parcs ¢an ¢ fice
10 seek cmploymcat. According o the los
\npeles Homeless Serviees Authouity, there
are: (0000 people fiving on the streets am las
\ngeles Counnty. Of that aunlcs, oo filth bave
been homeless for more tha a Veas Many @
velerans and mgaways,

Hope far Our Own asn'l Beres, Jist g6 alt
dirceting end producing i, A\ bixldhng SCiTEss
comedian and mwxdel, Beres il (Hrected i
produced three web senies epsondes and o shor
e As homelessness allected membens ol her
own fammly, she qreatedd Uns documentary. She
becsine even mome compassomale smd Tocused
on Uns comnplex subgeciwhile visiting Hope of
the Valley Rescue Mission s in homonry youdh
busrd mesnber ol (hildren i I9lm

Jimmy Desshler 1s an actoe, best known for his
role a1s “Rafc™ on ABC"s General Hospiial amd

his macde other co- and guc

ST AppCarances

on Criminal Minds and Disacy XD's Kickin®

Iz He makes his dirceting debat with Hope For
O Owny.

Neres and Deshler were assasted by editor Nik
Peter. Peter states he always wanted to help wath
the problem of homelessness and syw thas as an
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